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St Hugh’s Church in Old Brumby, 
Scunthorpe, has celebrated its 75th 
anniversary with a special thanksgiving 
service. 

The church, which opened in 1939, 
is dedicated to Lincolnshire’s oldest 
Saint, St Hugh, and was full of people 
from not only Old Brumby, but further 
afield as well, all wishing to share in 
the celebration of this milestone. 

The Bishop of Lincoln, conducted the 
service, which took place on Advent 
Sunday Wearing his advent purple 
robes, the Bishop gave a sermon in 

which he admitted: “I really enjoy 
birthdays and anniversaries and I 
hope we can let our hair down and 
celebrate what God has given us.” 

He continued: “Birthdays and 
anniversaries are an opportunity for 
us to remember things we may take 
for granted. An anniversary makes us 
focus on what we have been given,” 

Bishop Christopher was also joined 
by civic leaders, the local MP for 
Scunthorpe, Nic Dakin, and the Mayor 
of North Lincolnshire, Councillor 
Trevor Foster.   

Councillor Foster was born near 
to St Hugh’s and said that he felt a 
real bond to the church. “St Hugh’s 
is essential to not only Old Brumby, 
but the wider community. The church 
generates family values and I feel that 
is very important indeed.”

Scunthorpe MP Nic Dakin joined the 
Mayor in his sentiments towards the 
church saying: “Faith communities are 
an important part of the community 
as a whole. It’s great to see not only 
people from Old Brumby here, but 
others too.”

But they weren’t the only special 
guests at the celebrations as Mr 
Jim East and Mrs Joyce East were in 
attendance after celebrating their 
65th wedding anniversary back in 
March of this year. Both are regulars 
at St Hugh’s and were thrilled to have 
been able to be part of the day. 

After the service, the congregation 
was taken outside to release 75 
red and white balloons, all with  a 
message on asking people
to celebrate life at 
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The Bishop of Lincoln celebrates the 75th 
anniversary of the church of St Hugh’s in Old Brumby

75 Balloons are released over St Hugh’s Church
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St Hugh’s. Bishop 
Christopher was 
then asked to cut the 
birthday cake  for 
the congregation.

The Revd Cameron 
Martin from St Hugh’s, 
and Rural Dean of 
Manlake, is looking 
forward to what the next 
75 years has in store 
for the church in Old 
Brumby, but was also 
thankful for the church’s 
past. “This church 

serves as an important 
place showing God’s presence in the community,” he said. “Many 
generations of the same family have come here and the people who 
released the balloons have either been here from the beginning 75 
years ago, or have been coming here with their families for many years.”

However, the day also celebrated the new life coming into the church: “We 
always focus outwards and into the community. We have a lot of local groups and 
international students who use this space and there are currently  on-going plans 
for a new village hall, which will provide even more space for the community.” 

One of those international students is Kene Nnoruka from Lagos in Nigeria. 
Kene came to the UK to study. “My father told me that Scunthorpe had a good 
Sixth Form college and I really wanted a good education,” he said. Kene is 
studying maths, further maths, physics and chemistry and hopes to continue 
on to university. He was a practising Anglican back in Nigeria and when he 
came to England, he wanted to continue going to church regularly: “I go 
to church every week back home, and 
I found St Hugh’s and it’s really nice, 
and everybody is very welcoming. 
They teach good morals every week.”

All those who go to St Hugh’s are 
hopeful that it will be around for at least 
another 75 years as it goes faithfully, 
confidently and joyfully into the future.
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“This church serves as an 
important place showing 

God’s presence in the 
community.”

The Revd Cameron Martin, Rural 
Dean of manlake
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Bishop Christopher and his Susan, wife with Joyce and Jim East

Bishop Christopher giving his sermon at St Hugh’s

If you’re attending a church service this Christmas, you’ll hear again the story of that first Christmas Eve, when the angels 
appeared to the shepherds on the hillside.

We don’t know what was in the minds of those shepherds, but we know that life wasn’t as idyllic as it often appears on 
the front of a Christmas card. Those men weren’t living an easy, comfortable life: they were a group of tough, manual 
workers -- perhaps like scaffolders or farm workers today - who had left home and gone out to work on a dark, cold win-
ter’s night.

Two thousand years separate us from those shepherds, but human nature hasn’t changed over the last 2,000 years and 
so it would be reasonable to assume that they were preoccupied with the same things that worry us - relationships, the 
family, work, money, health, and so on.

And yet, out of the darkness came something totally unexpected and frightening, so magnificent and powerful that it 
challenged them to leave their sheep, their livelihood, and go to find out more.

In the message given to the shepherds by the angels that night, they heard the beginnings of an answer to their deep 
down worries and concerns:

‘Do not be afraid; for see - I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people . . . you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’

In the birth of Jesus, God had acted to save the world from itself. Out of his love for Humankind which he had created, 
he took the unprecedented step of sending his son to become an ordinary human being, born in the humblest of sur-
roundings, a man who would later live and die for us. In this act of love, we find the ultimate answer to all our anxieties 
and wants.

For a Christian, Jesus is the best gift of Christmas. He is not a magician who can solve all our problems at a stroke, but he 
is God’s gift to the world. Acceptance of that gift will enhance our lives, and ultimately heal our divisions and hurts.

May the peace of Christ be God’s gift to you this Christmas.
 

 The right reverend Christopher Lowson
 The Bishop of Lincoln

From the Bishop...

The parish church of St 
Bartholomew’s, Ingoldsby, 

is delighted to announce the 
award of a grant from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund. The 
grant comprises of £12,300 
towards development 

work to establish a project and to start building work, with 
a further £120,500 on receipt of a detailed delivery plan 
next year. The parish will also contribute to the costs.

The Grade 1 listed church was recorded in the Doomsday 
Book and dates from the 11th to 15th Centuries. Like many 
parish churches St Bartholomew’s was restored in Victorian 
times, but retains its medieval character and has many 
early features, including the remains of a ‘Coronation of 
the Virgin’ window. The grant will aid much-needed repairs 
to replace the south aisle roof, repair the tower masonry 
and install a lavatory to make the building suitable for 

community use.

This project is designed to restore the church to the heart 
of Ingoldsby’s community life, and aims to find out about 
the characters that have shaped the ancient village down 
the centuries.  Project leaders hope many local people 
will volunteer to help bring Ingoldsby’s history to life 
creating continuity with the past.  Activities will include 
the development of a church web site, parish events and a 
programme of talks in the church, and the production of a 
new guidebook.

The Rector, Rev Mike Doyle, said: “This is wonderful 
news for Ingoldsby! The church roof has been leaking for 
some time and the tower masonry is showing its age. We 
certainly need a lavatory in the church too. The community 
development activities will strengthen the whole village as 
well as the Group of parishes in 
North Beltisloe.”

Ingoldsby St Bartholomew’s celebrates success



One of the biggest parts of many people’s Christmas day 
celebrations is the traditional Christmas dinner.  

The traditional Christmas dinner as we know it dates back 
to the Victorian era. At the begining of the 19th Century, 
Christmas was barely celebrated, but the Victorians 
developed it into a family focussed celebration, which 
centred around the sharing of a large feast. 

The turkey fast became the main element of the Christmas 
dinner during Victorian times, replacing either goose or 
beef as the main meat.

From the succulent turkey or goose, to the mountains of 
vegetables smothered in dark gravy, it really is a feast to 
behold and what is particularly poignant for people in this 
diocese, is that the majority of food produced for Christmas 
comes from Lincolnshire. 

Lincolnshire is one of the largest producers of food in the 
UK with an eighth of the nation’s food being grown and 
raised in Greater Lincolnshire, including 25% of vegetables 
and 21% of turkeys. 

Agriculture is a large part of Lincolnshire, employing 
56,000 people directly, with 360,000 HGV loads of produce 
travelling through the county every year. It is also home to 
the third highest total area of farmland in England, shaping 
many communities from marsh to heath and from wold to 
fen.  

Agricultural Chaplain Revd Canon Alan Robson offers 
pastoral support to farmers and their families across the 
diocese, helping to care for and understand the changing 
face of agriculture in Lincolnshire.

“No meal should be taken for 
granted”
The Revd Canon Alan Robson
Agricultural Chaplain, Diocese of Lincoln

“My role has been to care for farmers and their families 
and understand the changing face of agriculture and food 
systems,” explains Alan, “so it covers the whole spectrum 
of going down a farmer’s drive and meeting with farm 
workers to support and engage with them, as well as 
keeping an eye on the wider issues farmers face.”

Revd Alan also feels it is important to remember the 
importance of food in our lives: “Every meal in my mind 
should be considered sacred,” says Alan. “Having worked 
alongside farmers and farm workers and travelled across 
the county, it has become almost ingrained in me to cherish 
every meal. I see how vulnerable our food chain is globally 
and how much food is wasted and feel that no meal should 
be taken for granted.” He continued: “If anything, the 
Christmas meal, which is often so indulgent, should remind 
us all how privileged we are and how thankful we should 
be living in such a productive and temperate climate.”

So let’s take a look at some of the food you can expect to 
dish up on Christmas Day and the farms and distributors in 
Lincolnshire from where they can be found.

Turkey
Turkey is the most popular bird of choice for Christmas. 
Charlie Ireland farms 
both turkey and geese for 
Christmas from his farm 
in South Willingham. His 
popular poultry always sells 
out, proving turkey is still a 
favourite on Christmas Day. 
“We have a very loyal group 
of customers who return 
every year for their Christmas 
turkey,” said Charlie, “so it’s 
still a very popular choice for 
the festive period.”

Pigs in blankets
Lincolnshire’s famous sausages were recently crowned the 
best by BBC One’s, The One Show, beating off competition 
from across the country. The sausages from Uncle Henry’s
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Farm Shop near Gainsborough represented the county on 
the popular BBC show. So what better to have on your 
Christmas dinner plate than home-grown pigs in blankets 
made from pigs reared within the diocese. 

Lincolnshire is also home to around 137 butchers, including 
R. Wisby family butcher in Wragby. They have been trading 
since February 1994 and moved to Wragby on January 1st 
1996. All their meat is locally sourced and farm assured 
and when it comes to Christmas, 24 hours just isn’t long 
enough! 
“Being a butcher in Lincolnshire is very rewarding,” said 
Mr Wisby, “it’s a good county to be a butcher in. When it 
comes to Christmas we are working around the clock to fill 
our orders, but we wouldn’t have it any other way.”

Parsnips
Another versatile vegetable grown in Lincolnshire is the 
parsnip. Andrew Wattam of Wattam Ltd and Sturton 
House Farm, distributes his valuable crop countrywide to 
stores like Tesco and Marks and Spencer, so there is a high 
probability that whether you shop at your local farm shop, 
or a large national supermarket, you will be getting locally 

grown Lincolnshire produce. “Nothing we grow here goes 
to waste,” says Andrew, “not all the parsnips are suitable 
for the supermarkets, some are too big, and the small 
ones tend to go to specialists food suppliers like Marks and 
Spencer, the rest go into food for animals.”

Potatoes
Whether you like them roasted, mashed or boiled, potatoes 
are a must for any Christmas feast. The versatile vegetable 
is grown across the county and Peter Cook from Hamilton 
Farm in Middle Rasen is just one of the many growers in 
Lincolnshire. Peter 
is also a licensed 
reader for his church 
in Middle Rasen. 
“I and my brother 
Brian have been 
lifelong Methodists 
latterly with an 
ecumenical flavour. 
Our links between 
faith, farming and 
food are important 
to us and believe the 
festivals should be 
celebrated with clear 
ideas to inform our 
communities about 
agriculture. Whether 
it’s at a Harvest or 
Rogation or Plough 
Sunday, all great excuses to get the community together  
around food and enjoy country life and ways!”  

Brussels Sprouts
You either love them or you hate them, but the Brussels 
sprout has been on the Christmas plate for the past 400 
years and will undoubtedly make an appearance again this 
year. England is the largest consumer of Brussels in Europe 
and Staples, based just outside Boston, produces a large 
quantity of Brussels sprouts 
for the UK and further 
afield.

This is just the tip of the 
iceberg lettuce when it 
comes to food production 
in this county, but whatever 
you decide to have this 
Christmas the message 
from Alan Robson is clear: 
“Celebrate your food and 
do not take it for granted.”

Rick Spittles, Alan Robson and Mr Wisby outside R.Wisby butchers, Wragby

Jeremy Ruff from Frontier and Andrew Wattam and Alan Robson 
harvesting parsnips

Festive food from home
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The General Synod of the Church of England has formally 
adopted legislation which allows women to be ordained 
bishop.

The symbolic final step took place on 17th November, as 
the General Synod began a two-day session of meetings 
in London. Adopting the legislation allows the first women 
bishops to be appointed in the new year.

The Bishop of Lincoln, the Rt Revd Christopher Lowson, 
a long-time supporter of the full ministry of women and 
a member of the General Synod, said: “It was an honour 
and deeply important to me personally to have been a 
participant in such a significant process, which formally
recognises the wealth of experience, wisdom and faith
which had previously been denied a place at the highest 
levels of the Church of England. 

“It hasn’t been an easy journey, but we have reached a 
point where a divisive issue can be a source of strength 
and unity, with proper provision in place for those for 
whom, in conscience, this is not a welcome move.

“I recently received a mandate from my Diocesan Synod 
to seek approval from the Dioceses Commission and 
the Archbishop of Canterbury for the appointment of a 
suffragan Bishop of Grantham. Pending their approval 
for beginning that process, with today’s legislation finally 
adopted, the field of potential candidates would be very 
much wider.”

appointment of a third bishop in the 
diocese with Revd Ian Silk saying: “We 
should look forward to getting into the 
top ten of clergy morale.”

Finally, Mr Chris Clarke, Deputy Chair 
for the Diocesan Board of Education 
(DBE), gave a presentation on the 
DBE’s vision mission and strategy.

The presentation showed ongoing 
developments of the day-to-day 

running of the DBE and said that there 
was a need for feedback from the 
diocese that the vision is correct and 
being implemented across the diocese. 
The DBE asked two questions of Synod; 
how will you roll out the vision in your 
parish? And what resources will you 
need from the DBE to do that?

Mr Clarke said: “There are 143 schools, 
Bishop’s visitors and lots of resources 
available and the DBE team would 

be only too pleased to come out to 
schools and advise on the vision and 
its implementation.” Bishop’s visitor 
Debbie Howard added: “The DBE 
have already given a presentation to 
our deanery on how church and non-
church schools can work with the DBE 
vision,” stating that she would be more 
than happy to visit other Deanery 
Synods to do the same. Debbie said: 
“People should get to know their local 
schools and take care to build up 
relationships to good effect.  There 
is, however, a need for more Bishop’s 
visitors.”

The Synod Chair finished the meeting 
by thanking The Reverend Malcolm 
France for his contribution to Synod 
and the life of the Diocese over 
many years. He wished Malcolm well 
on his retirement from Synod and 
congratulated him on being made a 
Canon of Lincoln Cathedral.

All the PowerPoint presentations from 
this Synod are available online at www.
lincoln.anglican.org  Dates of Diocesan 
Synod meetings in 2015 are 21st 
March, 8th July and 7th November 
with a potential Emergency Synod on 
17th January to discuss a third bishop. 
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The 2015 budget was the main item 
on the agenda for this Diocesan Synod. 
Members of the synod discussed the 
proposed budget for the coming year 
as presented by Diocesan Board of 
Finance (DBF) Chairman Trevor Bush. 

Trevor Bush made the announcement 
that the diocese would be looking to 
take on an additional eight curates 
in the next year, with the focus on 
frontline ministry to increase Parish 
giving. He also announced although 
there was to be an increase in Parish 
Share, the DBF was committed to the 
Bishop of Lincoln’s vision and would 
contribute £2million from its reserves 
to boost the budget. Trevor Bush did 
warn however that the diocese cannot 
continue to draw on its reserves. It 
is hoped the future employment of 
a Funeral Officer would further help 
with the collection of fees throughout 
the diocese.

Synod members were pleased with 
the budget outlined for 2015 voting 
overwhelmingly in favour, with only 
one abstention.

Also on the agenda was the New 
Share Formula, which has changed 
significantly in response to God’s 
gifts to us, and how those gifts can 
be distributed across the family of 
parishes within the Diocese of Lincoln. 
Human and financial resources will 
be distributed according to need 
and not an ability to pay. Wealthier 
Christians will be asked to pay more 
and those less fortunate will be asked 
to contribute what they can, with all 
giving being distributed according to 
need throughout the diocese. 

Trevor Bush went on to present the 
new formula and highlighted that 
the 2015 share figure would be 1.5% 
of that requested in 2014.  He also 
highlighted the difficulties, which 
had been encountered in the past in 
calculating the figures for the parish 
share, stating that average church 

attendance figures had been removed 
from the equation. The formula still 
requires fine-tuning before being 
implemented within the diocese, but 
it was agreed that the model was 
going in the right direction.

The Bishop of Lincoln then introduced 

the next item, The See of Grantham. 
The Central Services Review (CSR) in 
June 2012 was critical of the formal 
area scheme for Episcopal oversight 
and found little support in the 
scheme for reasons of divergence and 
misunderstanding of the functions 
of Bishops.  The CSR recommended 
termination of the instrument at the 
end of July 2012 and that the Terms 
of Reference for Bishops should be 
changed to reflect that. 

Three options were proposed:

a) to accept the recommendations of 
the CSR for one suffragan bishop,

b) due to the geographical size of 
the Diocese to have two suffragan 
bishops, but on a more flexible and 
informal basis, or

c) move to one full
–time stipendiary suffragan bishop 

with perhaps a retired bishop in 
another part of the diocese to provide 
pastoral care and ministry support. 

There was support for the third 
option and following the hiring of the 
full-time Bishop of Grimsby, a search 
began to find a part-time bishop living 
in the south of the diocese. There was 
a time constraint of 2017 on the post, 
which if left vacant for five years, 
would cease to exist. The search for a 
part–time bishop proved fruitless and 
it became clear that option c) was not 
a viable one.

The Bishop of Lincoln said it was clear 
that the Diocese requires three full-
time bishops with the increase in the 
number of clergy and the need to 
support adequate care and support 
to them all. The diocese is ranked 
27th on the list of clergy morale and 
Bishop Christopher made it clear that 
this must change suggesting that 
the addition of a third bishop would 
enable the bishops to provide the 
correct level of care and commitment 
to the growing number of clergy.

There was reassurance from Bishop 
Christopher that most of the cost 
for running his office is met by the 
Church Commissioners, indicating that 
there would be little financial impact 
in hiring a third bishop, other than 
housing. 

Bishop Christopher added: “It will be 
important to engage with the wider 
community and support the clergy 
through the Bishop of Grantham 
across the Diocese, with him or herself 
supported by a new Archdeacon of 
Stow and Lindsey.” 

Further consultation with Synod 
will be sought regarding a Bishop of 
Grantham at a later meeting before 
the application is presented to the 
Archbishop’s Council.

Synod was very supportive of the 

Diocesan Synod
2015 Budget and The See of Grantham headline the latest Synod meeting.
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Articles of Enquiry and 
Visitation Services - 
through the ages and in 2015

Articles of Enquiry form the basis of 
a report on the state of affairs of the 
church in each parish. The Archdeacon’s 
Visitation was an administrative function 
at which churchwardens were sworn in 
and asked to report on the morality of 
clergy and parishioners amongst other 
things. The Articles always preceded the 
Visitation. As such  the Archdeacon’s 
Visitation Articles were traditionally 
directed at the churchwardens ‘with 
a view to assist you in framing your 
Presentments, a duty you are bound, by 
your oath of office, to discharge faithfully, 
and with a strict regard to truth’.  Around 
about the 16th century. churchwardens 
(and sometimes ministers) were charged 
with naming all those in their parish who 
had infringed any of the articles, whilst 
reporting defects in the church buildings 
and furnishings and the administration of 
Divine Service in their parish.

The questions in the Articles also 
stretched to include enquiries about 
the size of the parish, the populace, the 
number of families, tithes, poor rate, 
schools (local or Church of England) and 
the nature and extent of any dissenting 
religion in a parish. This information was 
then presented to the Court by way of a 
Presentment Bill. After the Visitation, a 
number of correction courts were held to 
deal with the issues uncovered in those 
Presentment Bills.

By the 18th century Visitations had 
evolved with enquiries being directed 
to local ministers and curates as well as 
churchwardens, a sharing of responsibility. 
By the 19th century Visitation Articles 
asked for comment on a range of 
questions about the church, its parish and 
the parishioners. Today Visitation Articles 
are amongst the most valuable resources 
for a diocese in assisting Archdeacons find 
out about the state of churches and any 
issues that may be facing parishes. 

Although we no longer have correction 
courts, the diocese does rely on 
churchwardens to undertake these duties 
in line with the Churchwardens Measure 
2001.

The Articles of Enquiry for 2015 will shortly 
be arriving in the post and we would be 
most grateful if you would complete and 
return them by 28 February 2015. There 
will also be the facility to complete them 
online.
The Visitation Dates for 2015 are:

11 May 2015  Brigg St John at 7.30pm
19 May 2015  Horncastle St Mary at 
7.30pm
20 May 2015  Bourne Abbey at 7.30pm
7 May 2015 Petwood Hotel visitation 
combined with Training Day
13 June 2015  Lincoln College visitation 
combined with Training Day
(more information to follow on these 
combined events)    
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Across

9. Lead chain to find spicy tortilla (9)                                  

10. Laxative creating forced exodus (5)                                      

11. Placed on ahead for ruler (7)                                               

12. something rotten in this state (7)               

13. Languished for old copper on  softwood 

(5)

14. Premier small beer before interval (5,4)

16. ship with very large 8d (8,7)

19. isle noses might detect but not ears (9)

21. canticles include bizarre movement (5)

22. execute male offspring? a lingering 

departure (5,2)

23. what was used before N. sea  product 

(4,3)

24. Nation may be shattered (5)

25. rolls for the polls (9)

Down

1. The boss on the bridge (3,7)

2. glass vessel rigged fore and aft (8)

3. dennis upset and transgressed (6)

4. see 8d

5. Peformed using 8d (4,6)

6. old maid producing a good yarn (8)

7. spanish team defeated after bowling  

     match (6)

8. and 4d. digital extension after deal from  

    this for seafaring handyman (4,4)

14. Union team on a dead man’s              

       chest (7,5)

15. front part of a ship usually 

       shortened to six letters (10)

17. The roast may vary resistence to

       control current (8)

18. whole numbers with erratic            

       steering (8)

20. finding canadian people in french  

       night (6)

21. it was a solution similar to 22a (6)

22. saw a horse (4)

23. seen on 8d and neck. May be          

       cut (4)

The first correct entry 
to crossword No.4 to be 
opened on January 26 will 
win £25.

send to:
crossword, crosslincs,
edward King house,
Minster Yard,
LN2 1PU

The editor’s decision is final.

Photocopies acceptable

one entry per person.

Congratulations to 

the winner of Prize No.3 

Richard Clark from 

Barton-On-Humber

      PRIZE CROSSWORD No.4
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Answer to No.3

The Choir of Grimsby 
Minster, in the Diocese of 
Lincoln, is looking for new 
members to develop one of 
the town’s longest-standing 
musical organisations and 
a headless chorister is the 
latest tool being employed 
to promote the Choir!
 
A larger than life size 
chorister has been 
produced, complete with 
cutaway head, in the 
style of so many seaside 
attractions!  Titled “Does 

your face fit?”, the new banner will be used both in the 
Minster itself and around the area for recruitment activities.  
The banner directs people to the Choir’s new Facebook page, 
Twitter profile, and website.

Following a decision made by the Minster, whilst Anthony Pinel 
was Organist of the Minster, in September 2013,  membership 
of the Choir is now open to boys and girls, from any school 
across North East Lincolnshire and beyond.  Twelve months 
on, and the Minster Choir now includes children from seven 
different schools and colleges in Caistor, Cleethorpes, East 
Ravendale, Louth, as well as Grimsby.
 
New Organist and Director of Music, Steven Maxson, said:
 “Being a member of the Choir brings tremendous benefits to 
children, some of which remain with them throughout their 
lives.  As well as a first-rate musical education, choristers 
develop skills including teamwork, leadership, and self-
confidence which can be used in all areas of life.  All of this is 
for free; choristers even get paid for singing at weddings and 
some other services!”
 
To find out more about becoming a chorister at Grimsby 
Minster, please contact the Organist and Director of Music 
at the Minster Office (01472 358610) or by email on steven.
maxson@grimsbyminster.co.uk, or visit the Choir’s new 
website at www.minsterchoirs.com.

Does your face fit?

Some of the current choristers pictured with 
the new Chorister Board.  Left to right: Jack 
Smith, Euan Lynch, Jason Sedman, Kieran 
Sycamore, Millie Brown, Miriam Dodd

Avril writes that this book contains ‘ a 
story to make you laugh, a story to make 
you cry, a story to make you think, ‘Take 
Two  at Bedtime’ can offer you all three; so 
much nicer than a sleeping pill. 

Take two at bedtime and enjoy sweet 
dreams.’  I think Avril has rather 
underestimated the dynamism of some of 
these short stories, meditations and play 
scripts. It might be better titled ‘take one 
to get you going.’

These twenty-eight very varied short 
works are the fruit of Avril’s long ministry 
in and around Horncastle and also contain 
some material from her time as a second-
ary school teacher. 

This is an ‘all-age book’ in that it has 
several stories and two plays for children 
and young people which will reward an 

adult with insight and wisdom. It covers a 
vast spectrum of subjects: ‘all human life is 
here!’ The liturgical year provides a theme 
with particular attention to Harvest and 
Christmas.

It is a book in which Avril’s two strong 
traits shine through; a sense of justice 
and a sense of humour, both sometimes 
colluding to powerful effect. 

Personally speaking, I found some of the 
stories profoundly moving, arising as they 
do out of acute observation married to 
true prayer. Among my favourites are 
‘William the Conker,’ ‘The Gardener Who 
Wept’ and ‘Sunday Tea Time’. The two 
plays do deserve revivals and Avril is right 
to publish them.

Avril’s text is illustrated by the 
photographs provided by her husband 

Don. These are quite breath-taking and 
bring added depth and provocation to 
Avril’s insights. They are so good that at 
times I thought ‘this is too much!’ 

This is a great book for the bedside but a 
better book for the prayer time.

Price £10, available from Perkins or Joseph Banks 
Centre in Horncastle, Coningsby Bookshop, and MSR 
News or Wright’s Bookshop in Louth.
Otherwise order via email (£12.50 including p&p) 
from avrilford@btinternet.com

Book review: Take Two at Bedtime
By Avril Ford - 110 pages paperback: ISBN 987-0-956972-8-9  
Review by Andrew Hawes

Set by Kettlebird
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Diocesan Children and 
Youth Officer Dave 
Rose CA, looks at The 
Bishop of Lincoln’s Best 
Practice Award and 
how it aims to improve 
school standards.

Standards are slipping, 
everybody knows it and just in case we don’t, the worst 
kind of moralising tabloid will tell us – in graphic if 
censorious detail – just why this is so.  

Of course standards are important, especially when we are 
considering the work that we do in the name of God and 
His Church. Not only do we serve Christ by serving others, 
we also proclaim Christ when we act in His name.

So – how to assess, judge, the standard of the work that 
we do, how do we know what is good, bad or indifferent? 
Precedent may have something to do with this – am I doing 
the same as was done in the past?  This has an appeal – 
but it can be dangerous, especially when considering work 
with children and young people; the legal framework that 
we work within changes over time and some of what was 
considered ‘good practice’ when I started as a Volunteer 
Parish Youth Worker back in the early 1970s would be 
considered very ‘bad practice’ today.

To assist in setting, and assessing, the standard of the 
Church’s work with children & young people, the Diocese 
has a scheme – The Bishop of Lincoln’s Best Practice 
Award. (BoLBPA)

This provides a gradated system of recognising the good 
practice of parishes and projects, whilst providing a guide 
for improvement. Entry level is Bronze – all the policies in 
place and a willingness to be welcoming to children and 
young people. Silver is the minimum level that a Parish 
should achieve when actually working with children and 
young people – so the standard includes all the policies 
being implemented, correct record keeping, staff supported 
and trained – all the nuts & bolts of good practice up and 
running. For Gold to be awarded positive outcomes for 
children or young people should be demonstrable, whilst 
Distinction requires a noticeable positive change in the 
area because of the work.  To reach any of these standards 
will require dedication, and DoLCYS provides support & 
training to enable any Parish or Project to get at least Gold.
I am pleased to say that two Projects have just achieved 
Silver; 

• Riddings Brigade is a Church Lads’ and Church 
Girls’ Brigade Unit that meets in Riddings Youth Centre, 
Scunthorpe. It operates under the authority of Bottesford 
with Ashby PCC and is linked to the Church of the Holy 
Spirit on Riddings. Well done to Karen Boothman and her 
team of workers, Revd Graham Lines (who has now moved 
to Crowle), and Revd Tim Aston who is the new Unit 
Chaplain.

• The Mustard Seed is a new initiative between 
the Methodist Chapel and St John the Evangelist Church 
in Corby Glen and comes under the authority of St John 
the Evangelist’s PCC. The Mustard Seed combines family 
friendly worship with reaching out to groups in the 
village, especially those that involve children, such as the 
local school and Beaver unit, where they have launched 
the Good Neighbour scheme. Well done to all of those 
involved with this project, especially Sue Glover from St 
John’s – which has had an interregnum since the project 
was started - & the Methodist Minister, Revd Ian Worrall.
The BoLBPA is recommended to all Parishes that work 
with, or seek to work with, children and young people – 
because Standards do matter, they should be sacramental 
of the Gospel. There is also a ‘sweetener’ from DoLCYS 
(within budget), a donation of £100 to further improve the 
work with children or young people.

If you would like to find out more about the BoLBPA, the 
Good Neighbour Scheme or training and support available 
from DoLCYS, please contact youth@lincoln.anglican.org

Dave Rose CA, Diocesan Children and Youth Officer

Suzanne Starbuck, Parish Support and Projects Worker

DoLCYS - The Bishop of Lincoln’s Best Practice Award
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The Archbishop of York, Dr John Sentamu, has hailed the 
success of the Church of England’s Pilgrim Course, which 
has launched new materials.

The second stage of Pilgrim was launched with two new 
books. The ‘Grow’ stage is designed to deepen churchgoers’ 
faith and understanding of Christian teaching, and the first 
of the books in the series cover the Creeds, or shared 
beliefs of the church; and the Eucharist, covering teaching 
on Holy Communion.

The Archbishop of York, Dr John Sentamu said: “I’m so 
thrilled that the Pilgrim Course has been a great success 
this past year and is being used so much across the country. 
Finding out about the Christian faith is the most important 
thing that anyone can do and I urge anyone who hears 
about the course to give it a go.”

Many parishes across the diocese have adopted the Pilgrim 
Course including the Parish of Louth. The Revd Nick Brown 
has seen how the course has grown and developed in 
Louth and how well it has been undertaken by members 
of his parish.

“We started using the course over Lent in 2013 where we 
had three groups ranging from four to twelve people,” 
said Revd Brown. “After Lent people wanted to continue 
using the materials and so three groups continued to meet 
throughout the year. We currently have around 20 people 
throughout the three groups, all of varying ages from 
people in the twenties to much older.” 

One of the main attractions of the Pilgrim course is its 
flexibility and it has certainly proved to be of benefit 
in Louth. “The flexibility of the material means that the 
groups can meet at different times, some meeting once a 
month and some fortnightly, you can work it around your 
lifestyle.” 

But it is not only Revd Nick Brown’s congregations which 
are benefitting from the course: “Pilgrim has been very 
fruitful for everyone involved. Each group has one member 
of the ministry team in, which is highly valuable as we too 
are able to reflect on our faith, which is sometimes difficult 
to do for clergy.”

The Pilgrim Course, which is published by Church House 
Publishing and has sold more than 40,000 books in its 

first year, is the Church of England’s national discipleship 
programme commissioned by the House of Bishops.

“The flexibility of the material 
means that the groups can meet at 
different times, some meeting once 
a month and some fortnightly, you 
can work it around your lifestyle.”
Revd Nick Brown, Parish of Louth 
The course was created to support the Church’s goal of 
“spiritual and numerical growth in the church” which was 
highlighted by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, 
in his first Presidential Address to the General Synod in July 
2012.
 
Billed as offering an approach of “participation, not 
persuasion”, Pilgrim: A Course for the Christian Journey 
is published by Church House Publishing http://www.
pilgrimcourse.org/. Assuming little or no knowledge of the 
Christian faith, Pilgrim can be used at any point on the 
journey of discipleship and by every tradition in the Church 
of England.

Pilgrim course hailed a success as new materials released



    A letter of thanks from The Reverend Jane Sinclair

Licensed Readers

12   crossLiNcs

w w w.LiNcoLN.aNgLicaN.org

crossLiNcs   13

dioceseLiNcoLN          @cofeLiNcoLN

The Archbishop of Canterbury Justin 
Welby, recently paid a visit to Ghana, 
whilst visiting all his fellow Anglican 
Primates. The West African Province 
was the last of the overseas stops 
on his tour, but the country also has 
connections to the Diocese of Lincoln, 
specifically Bolingbroke deanery.

David Smith from Spilsby was asked by 
members of his local Mission Group to 
give a talk to the congregation about 
the Beacon school in Ghana to which 
he has close family connections.

Started by his niece Sarah and her 
Ghanaian-born husband Samuel back 
in 2004, the private international 
Christian school is growing rapidly 
in popularity. Their initial plan was 
to build an orphanage, but this was 
deemed unnecessary so they instead 
opened a small school a few miles 
north of the country’s capital Accra.   

In the beginning the school was in 
Sarah’s basement, with their new 
home literally being built above them. 
They initially taught 14 pupils, but 
numbers grew rapidly and soon it 
became apparent that a purpose built 
school was required.

Like their home, the school was built 
around them as they taught, with 
extra rooms being added as and when 
funds were made available. The school 
sits perched on a hillside within a 5 
acre plot of land with further room for 
growth. In 2008, the school’s numbers 
had grown from just 14 pupils, to a 
staggering 140 and counting. The hope 
is that by 2016, they can accommodate 
boarders and begin teaching secondary 
education, as they are currently limited 
to ages 12 and below.

“It’s amazing what they have achieved,” 
said David. “They went out to Ghana 
with the aim of building an orphanage, 
but instead have provided a successful 
school which continues to grow.”

The project has received support 
both prayerfully and financially by 
friends in Chesham and the Parish of 
Redbourne, both of which have family 
connections to Sarah, and the Mission 
Group in Bolingbroke are hoping to do 
the same. They will be fundraising and 
praying for the school over the next 
six months. 

Assistant Curate in Bolingbroke, 
The Revd Martin Faulkner has been 
helping to raise money for the project 

by introducing a ‘Gleanings Jar’ in 
churches during Sunday services and 
asking people to donate to the school 
via the jar. 

The vision of the school is to form 
minds and transform lives. The school 
seeks to act as: “A ‘beacon’ of hope, 
direction and leadership, preparing 
tomorrow’s leaders today who will 
influence Ghana and the international 
community.”

They also aim to impart strong  
Christian values on there pupils saying: 
“The Christian values of honesty, 
integrity, and respect for others are as 
important as academic success.”

Beacon School also has strong links 
to Sweeden and the USA. Volunteers 
from these countries and others travel 
to Ghana to assist with teaching the 
pupils and support the local staff 
employed by the school.

If you would like more information 
about the project or would like to 
help out in some form, please contact 
Bolingbroke Deanery Administrator 
Jane Howsam on 01790 752526 or 
visit the school’s website http://www.
beaconschool.edu.gh. 

The Lincoln Readers Annual Service saw nine new 
readers being licensed by Bishop Christopher in 
October.

The service, which took place in Lincoln Cathedral 
was packed with friends, family and well wishers of all 
nine new readers as well as Mrs Sally Buck who was 
commissioned to serve as Warden of Readers in this 
Diocese. 

The Rt Revd Christopher Lowson, Bishop of Lincoln 
said it was: “Another great day for the Diocese of 
Lincoln, with nine new readers offering vital ministry 
of preaching and teaching, sharing Christ’s ministry in 
our many communities.”

Mrs Sally Buck from Bassingham said: “Today feels 
like a huge privilege and a general sense of real 
affirmation of readers as lay ministers in the diocese.” 

It’s been a long journey for the nine readers as 
explained by Nicholas Peter Adams from St John the 
Baptist, Spalding: “It’s exciting and the service was 
quite overwhelming and I am looking forward to 
starting my ministry. I went through three years of 
training, prior to going on a three-year course and a 
three-year gap in-between, so it’s been a nine-year 
journey which has culminated in today.” 

The office of Reader has existed in its present form in 
the Church of England since 1866 and there are now 
over 10,000 Readers across all dioceses. 

Readers in the Diocese of Lincoln are organised into 
ten areas, each area consisting of two or more dean-
eries, with its own warden and secretary. The ten 
areas are co-ordinated by Lincoln Readers’ Governing 
Body, the Diocesan Warden and a Secretary General.  

 
     Sally Buck - Lincoln 

  
    Nicholas Peter Adams - St John the Baptist, Spalding

    Susanna Elizabeth Aldred - West Deeping

    Patricia Mary Barlow - All Hallows, North Kelsey

    Sally Ann Clifton - Sutton St James

    Janice Elley - Butterick with Bennington 

    Heather Mary Morton - St Giles w St Mathew, Scartho
 
    Jennifer Anne Priestly - Ewerby

    Jean Smith - The Skegness Group

    Clarissa Mary Turner - Holy Trinity, Swallow

Nine new readers licensed in Lincoln

Warden of Readers

Support for Beacon in Bolingbroke

Dear Friends

Thank you so much for your most generous gift to mark my 
move from the Diocese of Lincoln to Westminster Abbey. 
I have boldly spent a good proportion of your gift on a 
beautiful seascape painted by an artist friend in Orkney.  
It is a striking picture, and now hangs in pride of place 
over the living room fireplace. The remainder of your gift 
is being put towards some much needed new bedroom 
furniture.

I hugely enjoyed my time working with you in the parishes 
and Diocese of Lincoln. Perhaps not surprisingly, I miss the 
big skies, the wonderful beaches, the stunning mediaeval 
churches, and – through good and through challenging 
times – your friendship. Thank you for all that you taught 
me, and shared with me.

You will be pleased to know 
that Poppy has taken to 
Westminster, and the Abbey 
residents have universally 
succumbed to her charms. She’s 
quite at home on the Tube, and is 
now an expert at chasing the squirrels 
in St James’ Park.

Thank you once again for all your support and for your 
very generous gift. I continue to remember you in my 
prayers.

With warmest good wishes,

Jane
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Director of Ordinands and 
Vocation, The Revd Jeffrey Heskins 
discusses the latest Vocations Day.
Peter Owen-Jones’ book ‘Bed of Nails’, is a reflective 
account of his time at Theological College.  While it makes 
me laugh out loud in places it is also quite poignant as he 
tells of how the experience affected his discernment of a 
vocation to ordained ministry.  He is sharp in his analysis 
of the experience, critical of some of the processes, but 
all of it is tempered with an affection for the institution 
we call the Church of England.  He describes his training 
college as a mixed economy of saints and odd balls all 
working out what the future might hold, but with the 
stark capacity to see the signs of God in the creation 
around him and the relationships he feels God has 
called him into within all that.  The book is quite old 
now (only available second hand) and the experience he 
describes is nearly twenty years old, but the insights are 
timeless.  At the end of the book as he embarks upon a 
life and ministry he speaks of ‘going to another world.’

There is always something of this in the Christian adventure, 
but we don’t always recognise it day by day.  The word 
‘vocation’ can seem remote and at some level leave us 
feeling as if we have a rare disease.  We think we are 
seeing things or hearing things leaving us feeling that no-
one else can be experiencing what we are feeling right now.

Many of those attending the Vocations Day on the 1 
November at Birchwood came with that feeling.  Some 
expressed relief that there were others in the room who 
felt as they did and it gave some kind of authenticity to 
what was happening in their lives as speaker after speaker 

told their story or experience of ministry.  Recently ordained 
Michelle Godbold and Bishop David Court shared a dialogue 
of how their faith journey had led them to a place of firstly 
resistance and then embrace of firstly their Christian faith 
and then the unfashionable institution of the Church of 
England, which held it.  Others spoke about inhabiting 
lay and ordained ministries that had been life changing 
though not without problems and difficulties.  It was 
utterly absorbing and we ran over time into an afternoon 
session looking at theological learning.  This seemed 
for most to exorcise the ghost of academic paralysis – 
“We could do it!” beamed one participant afterwards.  
And I guess that was partly what the day was about; 
transforming the possibility of that which seemed 
whacky and out of reach into something that, in 
God’s terms, was perfectly normal and do-able.  

Going to another world?  Well maybe; but what an adventure.

Below: Sally myers 
speaks to attendees 
during Vocations 
Day in November.

Going to another world?
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Social media is everywhere nowadays. 
Whether on your computer, 
smartphone or tablet device, sites like 
Facebook and Twitter are increasingly 
easy to access. Even some fridges 
enable you to tweet online now! 

These sites are a great way of 
connecting to people quickly and on a 
large scale, whilst also being free and 
easy to use. 

It is claimed that more than one-fifth 
of Britons will use Twitter by the end 
of 2014, with the fastest growing 
demographic being people aged 65 
and over. 

Here at the diocese, we encourage 
people to get online and spread the 

message of God to congregations 
across Lincolnshire, so to help, here 
are a few guidelines to bear in mind 
when using social media sites:

As Christians, the same principles that 
guide our offline conversations should 
apply to those that take place online. 
Interacting through social media 
does not change our understanding 
of confidentiality, responsibility and 
Christian witness. 

Colossians 4:6
Let your conversation be always full of 
grace, seasoned with salt, so that you 
may know how to answer everyone.

Galatians 5:22-26
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control. Against such things there 
is no law. Those who belong to Christ 
Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires. Since we live by 
the Spirit, let us keep in step with the 
Spirit. Let us not become conceited, 
provoking and envying each other. 

There are a number of things to bear 
in mind when using any social media 
websites to communicate, whether 
for personal use, or for your work. 
Issues such as; legality, permanence, 
tone, security, confidentiality, honesty, 
transparency, courtesy and respect. 
When posting, always ask yourself the 
four questions:

• Would I be happy for my 
Mum to read this?
• Would I be happy for God to 
read this?
• Would I be happy for my 
worst enemy to read this?
• Would I be happy with this 
to be on the front page of a national 
newspaper?

Also, always remember that you are 
representing both the Diocese of 
Lincoln and the Church of England 
when you post online, whether it is 
from a private account or a work one. 

This may all seem daunting and put you 
off of using social media altogether, 
but don’t worry, we have published 
an online guideline document to help 
guide you through your use of social 
media, which is available on our 
website www.lincoln.anglican.org.

I would also encourage you to read 
an article published in the last edition 
of Crosslincs, written by Industrial 
Chaplain Revd Mary Vickers entitled: 
“How does your church engage in 
social media?”

If you would like more information or 
guidance on using social media, then 
please do not hesitate to contact us 
on 01522 504037 or daniel.herrick@
lincoln.anglican.org.

Going social and staying safe
A look at social media usage for your church

If you are just getting started in the world of Twitter, it can 
be a pretty daunting place. Once you are signed up and 
logged in, you then have to start ‘following’ people. But 
who should you follow? Here is a brief list of tweeters you 
may find of interest to begin with.

@CofELincoln - The Diocese of Lincoln’s official twitter 
page. Get all the latest news and #PrayerDiary straight 
from the diocese.

@BishopofLincoln - The latest tweets from The Rt Revd 
Christopher Lowson

@TimBarker10 - The Archdeacon of Lincoln’s official 
twitter.

@JustinePHAC - The Archdeacon of Boston’s official 
twitter.

@c_of_e - The official Church of England Twitter handle.

Who to follow on twitter

Photograph
 courtesy of 

Revd Jeff Heskins
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Bishops take a fresh look at farming in Lincolnshire
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As the days get colder 
and the nights get 
darker you may have 
thought we would put a 
hold on our events and 
activities, but that 
certainly isn’t the case!
Down Your Wold have teamed up with GROW (Lincolnshire 
County Council’s Adult Learning Initiative) and the 
Lincolnshire Archives to deliver some great indoor events 
for you!

Village Survey
Can you help gather together heritage information for 
your Wolds village? In December, Down Your Wold will be 
contacting all Parish Councils to ask them to complete one 
of their village heritage surveys.

The surveys are a great way to discover more about where 
you live while also helping to collate information to share 
on their website and future literature.

Please get in contact if you would like to complete this sur-
vey on behalf of your Wolds village. By taking part you will 
be making a great contribution to the heritage knowledge 
of the local area.

Rothwell Researchers
September saw residents of Rothwell in their local 
churchyard mapping out gravestones and recording each 
one. 

This will be a vital piece of research for the church history 
and one which will aid future generations.

The group now plans to begin to research the names on 
the gravestones to help piece together the social history of 
the village.

Rothwell has a stunning church surrounded by great views 
so is well worth a visit.

If you would like to run a session like this in your village 
then please get in touch.

Call out for Nettleton 
information and volunteers
Down Your Wold have received a “brilliant response”
to their Nettleton events so far. 

A small steering group is working to bring you some 
interesting events for the year ahead including a 
Nettleton Archives Day at Nettleton Village Hall on 
Saturday 10th January. This will be an Antiques Roadshow 
style event where you are invited to bring along any items 
you may have relating to the mining industry in Nettleton 
and the surrounding areas. 

Items won’t be valued, but a record will be made of 
everything which is bought in for future posterity.

There will also be displays up around the hall relating to 
mining in the area and also a special walk leaving from the 
village hall at 12noon.

If you are interested in becoming part of the Nettleton 
steering group please email sam.phillips@lincsheritage.org.

For more information, or to get involved in any of the activ-
ities, visit www.down-your-wold.co.uk.

It may be cold outside, but there is still plenty to do

Both Bishop Christopher and Bishop David have been 
taking a look at farming in Lincolnshire, to gain a deeper 
understanding of one of the county’s biggest industries. 

Over two days the Bishops were taken around several 
farms and agricultural experts in the diocese, all organised 
and provided by Riseholme College of Further Education. 
The college, just north of Lincoln, specialises in agriculture, 
horticulture and animal/equine training and education.

“Food and Farming is estimated to 
contribute £1 billion to the economy 
of the county. In terms of both value 
and employment the sector is the 
third biggest in Lincolnshire and 
the county’s economic reliance on 
food and farming production and 
manufacture is four times higher 
than the national average.”
Lincolnshire Research Observatory

Day one was a look into arable farming and fish 
diversification at Lockwood estates. They were taken on a 
field walk and visited potato producer Richard Collett, who 
explained all the differing types of potato and their uses. 

The evening was an opportunity to sit in on a Young 

Farmers meeting, with students talking about their futures 
as farmers. Ross Breedon, a 17-year-old student at the 
college, was pleased to see the Bishops in attendance 
saying: “I think it’s good that they are trying to find out 
more about farming as it is such a big part of Lincolnshire 
life.”

Also in attendance was Charles Szabo, a lecturer in 
engineering at the college. He also praised the Bishops 
for their interest in agriculture: “A knowledge of what 
happens in farming is vital in a county like this. This is a 
great opportunity to meet people throughout farming and 
the young farmers of the future.” 

Day two had more hands-on elements, with both the 
Bishop of Lincoln and the Bishop of Grimsby given the 
opportunity to drive tractors and plough a field on the 
campus at Riseholme. They were then given a look into the 
handling of livestock. Lecturer Stephen Booth showed how 
to handle sheep, before they visited Duguid’s Dairy Farm 
near Caenby Corner to milk some of Ronald Duguid’s cows.

Bishop David was thankful to Riseholme College for putting 
together the programme: “It has been really interesting for 
me. I am new into the Diocese, so for me in particular this 
has been hugely helpful and has enabled me to begin to 
get to grips with some of the issues farmers face in these 
changing times and purely how our food supply works.” 

Bishop Christopher echoed those sentiments adding: “It 
has been a really interesting and educational experience 
to find out more about how farmers of our county serve 
us by their work on our behalf to produce food. It’s been 
encouraging to see the enthusiasm of both seasoned and 
young farmers alike and that is very encouraging for the 
future.”

Bishop Christopher and Bishop David with students from riseholme College

A dairy cow at Duguid’s farm near Caenby Corner



Gethsemane, and the last thing he needs is others 
encouraging him in this avoidance. He sees things differently 
from Peter: he wants to save his friend from pain, but Jesus 
wants to save the human race from the consequences of 
sin and evil.

A while ago it was fashionable to wear little bracelets with 
‘WWJD?’ on them – What would Jesus do? It would be 
great for us to train ourselves to ask the question ‘What 
does God think?’ About immigration, child poverty, the 
Tory party, local government policy, drugs, Islamic State, 
Christmas, the X Factor … you name it! Disciples are those 
who are training themselves to ask this question all the 
time, and not simply take at face value the opinions fed to 
them by the media and popular culture. How do we know 
what God does think? Through our prayer, our reading of 
the Bible, in fact through anything which helps us to get to 
know and understand him better.

As we enter this year of discipleship, let us call to mind the 
grace and love of God, who has rescued us and called us to 
follow him as his disciples.
Silence
In his great love God has created us and formed us. As 
disciples will you live lives of gratitude and awe, worshipping 
him faithfully?
With the help of Christ we will.
In his great mercy God has saved us through the cross
and called us to follow Jesus.
As disciples will you live confidently, grow in your faith,
and make known by word and deed his mighty acts of 
salvation? 
With the help of Christ we will.
In his great wisdom God has called us to lives of service 
and reverence. As disciples will you prefer others above 
yourselves, and serve all people joyfully?
With the help of Christ we will.
So as Jesus’ disciples let us rededicate every part of our 
lives to God.

We are no longer our own, but yours.
We are no longer our own, but yours.
Put us to what you will, rank us with whom you will; put 
us to doing, put us to suffering;
let us be employed for you or laid aside for you, exalted 
for you or brought low for you;
let us be full, let us be empty;
let us have all things, let us have nothing;
We freely and wholeheartedly
yield all things to your pleasure and disposal.
And now, glorious and blessed God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

you are ours and we are yours.
So be it.
And the covenant which we have made on earth,
let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.
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Faithful Confident and 
Joyful resources
As we approach the diocesan Year of Discipleship 
we are delighted to offer you these new resources 
to help churches grow in their discipleship 
throughout 2015. They have been specially 
written for the diocese and have been written to 
encourage us to be faithful, confident and joyful.

You will see that there are three separate 
Liturgies of the Word, three separate Services 
of Evening Prayer, and a booklet with nine bible 
studies based on faith, confidence and joy.

Throughout the Year of Discipleship these 
resources can be used in many different ways. 
For example the Liturgy of the Word could be 
used either as a lay led Morning Prayer, or as the 
first part of a Eucharist; or the hymns suggested 
in the service of Evening Prayer could also be 
used in the comparable Liturgy of the Word.

You might like to consider dedicating 3 consecutive 
Sundays following the 18 January to use these 
liturgies. The services for Evening Prayer would be 
suitable for use at the beginning of PCC meetings. 
The Morning Prayer collects and Prayers of 
Thanksgiving could be used by intercessors.

The Bible Studies are particularly useful for 
home groups, but could also be adapted to 
be used instead of a sermon at a less formal 
service. Guidance for leading a group Bible 
study is included at the front of the booklet.   

If you would like to order more copies, 
please contact Simon Dean  via email: 

Simon.Dean@lincoln.anglican.org or call  01522 504080. 
Alternatively you can download the resources in full 
online from  www.adventinlincoln.org where you 
can also access Daily Reflections and much more.
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Meet the Discipleship Team 
- Frances Jeffries

What did you do before joining the Discipleship Team?
I worked as a solicitor for 26 years, initially as a general 
litigation solicitor covering debt collection, matrimonial 
affairs, child protection, 
personal injury and crime. 
Over the years I became 
a Child Protection and 
Safeguarding specialist, 
spending 15 years working 
for a local authority. I was 
ordained as an OLM in 
Gainsborough in 2004, and 
combined the two roles 
until 2011 when I left the law behind and became a 
Stipendiary Assistant Priest in Skegness. I was also 
involved for a number of years in the Lincoln School of 
Theology, both with Quality Assurance and with teaching 
Systematic Theology. 

Who is your favourite disciple and why?
Can I have 2? Andrew – because he found something 
worthwhile and couldn’t wait to get others involved, 
including his own brother. Martha – because she wasn’t 
afraid to tell it as it is. 

What gifts do you bring to the Discipleship Team?
I am a good communicator, and, as a lawyer, I like to drill 
down to the finer details of an issue. So I can take a big 
idea and work with it to make it happen. I am good at 
working within a team, and working to build a team. I 
am very organised (although if you looked at my study at 
the moment, you would not think so!) and I can generally 
be relied upon to solve problems creatively. If passion 
is a gift, I am passionate about enabling others to find 
confidence in their faith.

What does Discipleship mean to you?
The Glory of God is a human being fully alive (St 
Irenaeus). These words really sum it up for me. Faith 
is essential, but discipleship is more than just faith. 
Discipleship puts faith into action and enables us to 
become all that we can be. That is what God is calling us 
to do as individuals and as faith communities.

Tell us one random fact about yourself
I am a good shot with air rifle or bow & arrow.

A Liturgy of Rededication for 
the Year of Discipleship

Matthew 16: 21-23
One important aspect of discipleship is what has been 
called ‘perspective’. This is about the way we think, the 
way we see life, and the way we respond to the messages 
we are constantly getting from the world around us. A dis-
ciple is someone who is learning to see things from God’s 
perspective, which is so often radically different. Peter, on 
hearing Jesus predict his own torture and death, is quite 

naturally filled with human concern. Who would not want 
to see a close friend avoid pain and suffering? It’s only 
natural.

But Jesus corrects Peter’s perspective, in the strongest of 
terms. Peter has in mind merely human concerns, rather 
than the concerns of God, and by voicing his thoughts he 
becomes a stumbling block. Jesus knows that his Father’s 
will is for him to go to the cross: he himself would love to 
avoid it if that were possible, as he prays later in 



St Edmund’s Church in Riby has become the first church 
in West Lindsey to be equipped with a WiFi mast, offering 
superfast broadband to the local community.

The small village near Grimsby suffers with slow broadband 
speeds, sometimes as low as 0.2mbps, which makes it 
nearly impossible for homeowners or businesses to send 
content to people over the web. The introduction of this 
mast hopes to improve speeds to up to 100mbps.

The project has been three years in the making and was 
driven by West Lindsey District Councillor Alan Caine. He 
was tasked with bringing fast broadband to the district and 
identified Quickline Communications as the answer to his 
prayers, instead of the government scheme, Broadband 
Delivery UK (BDUK).

“BDUK will only take fibre to the green painted cabinet 
on the roadside,” said Alan, “this would only provide 
fast broadband to around 78% of our very rural sparsely 
populated patch. The rest would never get it and most of 
the area was down the priority list anyway.”

Alan was very impressed by Quickline Communications 
pitch, which has promised to provide broadband to 99% 
of West Lindsey by using village halls and other public 
buildings as repeater sites. 

“The bonus for us and them, if 
they could equip village halls, 
then homes and businesses 
in that area were likely to be 
able to buy in the technology 
for themselves thus boosting 
our aspirations for more rural 
businesses and people working 
from home.”

The selected churches will 
also benefit from having 
these masts on their building. 
Quickline will pay a monthly 

fee to the PCC for use of the church, which can be used 
for the upkeep of the buildings.

Steve Bolan, Director at Quickline Communications said: 
“We want to give back to the local community and feel 
that utilising these buildings is a great way of doing that.”  
When asked about what effects the equipment has on the 
buildings, Steve explained: “All the work which we carry out 
has to be cleared by the buildings team at the diocese. We 
have been working closely with them to create a contract 

whereby 
none of 
the works 
are intrusive, or 
damage the brickwork 
of these beautiful buildings.” He 
continued: “The diocese have been 
really supportive and together, we 
want to ensure both the structural 
integrity and aesthetics of the church.” 

Sally Vergette, a local businesswoman and councillor was 
highly influential in the project and proposed St Edmund’s 
as a site for the new mast: “Riby only has one public 
building and that is St Edmund’s Church, so we enquired 
about using it as a repeater site for broadband,” she 
said. “The church is keen to make itself the centre of the 
community and we hope the introduction of the WiFi 
will bring, not only regular church goers, but people from 
around the village to the Church to utilise this facility.” 

The church is currently open on a Wednesday morning for 
people to come in and use the WiFi free of charge and 
Sally is looking to host coffee mornings on a Wednesday 
sometime next year. 

The equipment currently installed at Riby has increased 
download speeds to 8mbps and is due to be upgraded in 
the coming months to increase them further. 

There are plans to install masts on churches across 
Lincolnshire enabling more rural villages access to what the 
United Nations claims is “a basic human right”.

If you are interested in applying for a mast on your church, 
then please contact the Church Buildings Team on 01522 
504049, or to find out more about Quickline’s services visit 
www.quickline.co.uk or call 01482 247365.

Heritage Lottery Fund hails Green Reflections
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Sally Vergette, 
Peter Vergette and 

Steve Bolan outside 
St Edmund’s Church 

in Riby
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Countryside church connects 
community

The Bishop of Lincoln, The Right 

Reverend Christopher Lowson, has 

announced the following appointments, 

movements and retirements.

The Revd Peter James Liley is to 
become Rector of the Benefice of 
Mablethorpe w Trusthorpe & Sutton, 
Huttoft and Anderby (Plurality Scheme 
pending)

The Revd David William Bartlett is to 
become the Developing Discipleship 
Advisor and Rector of Bardney

The revd Gary morgan is to become
Rector of the Benefice of the Wainfleet 
Group

Revd Christine Hawkins is to become 
Team Vicar of the Benefice of Louth

Revd Christine Hawkins has recently 
been Hospital Chaplain to the Princess 
Alexandra Hospital (NHS) Trust in 
Harlow.
The Bishop of Grimsby, will preside at 
the service of Licensing on Sunday 25th 
January at Parish Church of St James, 
Louth.

The revd Fr Stephen Anthony Hoy is 
the Discipleship Team’s new Spirituality 
Advisor after being licensed at St 
Swithin’s Church on 25th September. Fr 
Stephen has been vicar at St John the 
Baptist on Lincoln’s Ermine estate for 16 
years. He has been heavily involved in 
the development of spiritual direction in 
the diocese and the Edge of the Sacred 
project. Passionate about prayer, he is 
looking forward to working across the 
diocese as spirituality adviser. 

The revd Canon Ian Silk is Stewardship 
Advisor in the Developing Discipleship 
Team. Ian has been vicar of St George’s 
Swallowbeck in Lincoln and member of 
the Archbishops’ College of Evangelists. 

He has worked with local churches in 
the Diocese and beyond in a number 
of capacities and will be promoting a 
fresh approach to stewardship of time, 
talents and money as an integral part 
of the deepening of our discipleship 
together. 

The Revd Jonathan Wright will move 
from his post of Assistant Curate of the 
Horncastle Group. He is to become the 
Vicar of the Benefice of Hedon, Paull, 
Sproatley and Preston in Holderness.

The reverend Charles malcolm France 
will retire from his post as rector of the 
Skegness Group of parishes with effect 
from the fifteenth day of December 
2014.

RECENT APPOINTMENTS

The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) has selected a Lincoln 
Diocese Trust project to highlight successful projects on its 
website.

Green Reflections was a course which worked with young 
people in Lincolnshire, encouraging them to explore their 
area’s heritage and gain an insight into traditional building 
skills.

The diocese worked alongside Hill Holt Wood and the Herit-
age Trust of Lincolnshire to give young 
participants a very varied and worthwhile learning 
experience, providing accreditation in the form of The Duke 
of Edinburgh Award and Award Scheme 
Development and Accreditation Network (ASDAN). The 
project supported personal development and targeted the 
issue of rural isolation. 

The project combined architectural and natural 
heritage, focussing on the historical sites of interest and the 
materials used in their construction. It also 
responded to the need for long-term preservation and en-
joyment of historical buildings in Lincolnshire and educated 
the diverse groups of young people on the need for more 
craftsmen and women, offering them relevant training 
opportunities.  

Suzanne Starbuck, from the Diocese of Lincoln Children 
and Youth Service, is pleased by the recognition: “This is a 
great success for the diocese and showcases just one of the 
great projects we offer to young people. To be selected as a 
snapshot for the Heritage Lottery Fund website is fantastic 
and people will be able to see our work, and potentially use 
Green Reflections as a template for their own scheme.”

Green Reflections 
has also provided 
a legacy for further 
learning within 
the diocese. The 
equipment used on 
the course is now 
being used in other 
practical  workshops 
in  Lincolnshire.

To find out more 
about the HLF and 
to read more on the 
Green Reflections 
project, visit their 
website 
www.hlf.org.uk.  

CLERGY MOVEMENTS

RETIREMENTS
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Eastern festive traditions

glen ruffle was born just outside Lincoln, and studied at the University of Lincoln. since then 
he has worked  around the world on archaeological digs, in westminster politics, and in russia 
for some global financial firms. This edition he is exploring the New Year’s resolution...

It’s rather odd that we start our years 
in darkness, surrounded by winter 
frosts and short, gloomy days. You’d 
think we would want to start the 
New Year in the middle of summer, 
surrounded by light, life and warmth!

However cold or mild our winter is, 
spare a thought for those in even 
colder climates, such as Russia. 
Having survived five Russian winters 
(one of which started with snowfall 
in October that lasted through to 
the end of the following April), I 
have come to appreciate our milder 
climate!

But like in most countries, the 
Russians like to start their new year 
– surrounded by snow and darkness 
– with hope, ambition, vision and 
promises. We are of course talking 
about the taking of that near-universal 
‘New Year’s Resolution’.

There is, though, a difference in 
how Russians make their resolutions. 
Whereas in Britain there is a tendency 
to fret about it, write it down as a 
reminder, try and find some inner 

determination, and keep that stiff 
upper-lip, the Russians have a slightly 
more extreme way.

First, you write down your desire or 
wish. Secondly, you burn it, making 
sure the ashes and embers drop into 
your glass of champagne; and thirdly, 
you drink the champagne, ashes and 
all.

Unlike in the UK, it is New Year that is 
the biggest celebration for Orthodox 
Christian countries. December 25th 
– our Christmas – is just another 
working day for Muscovites. People 
get up, go to work, and travel home 
with only a vague awareness that for 
the rest of the world it is holiday time.

But don’t be fooled: while we 
celebrate Christmas, things are 
winding down in Russia. As New 
Year approaches, the great get-away 
begins and families stock up on all the 
food and drinks they will need for the 
celebration. New Year is greeted by a 
speech from the President, and then 
fire work displays across Russia.

And New Year is a family time. 
Russians, more often than not, gather 
with their loved ones and celebrate 
together. There follows an extended 
period at the beginning of January 
when people simply rest, relax 
and (for some) recover from their 
hangover.

“While the official New 
Year begins on 1st January, 
people still remember that 
the old Julian calendar begins 
fourteen days later, meaning 

that, for the really dedicated, 
you can celebrate New Year 
twice in a fortnight!”
And it is during this New Year holiday 
that Christmas takes place, sometimes 
almost unnoticed. On the 7th January, 
Orthodox Christians go to church and 
remember the birth of Jesus.

Christmas takes second place partly 
for historical reasons. Following 
the 1917 Bolshevik revolution and 
the imposition of communism and 
atheism on the country, Christmas 
was discouraged and the authorities 
attempted to stamp it out. They could 
not, but they did manage to diminish 
the celebrations somewhat, and 
replace the Bethlehem star with the 
red star of communism.

The difference in dates – 25th 
December versus 7th January – is due 
to the West’s use of the Gregorian 
calendar, while the Orthodox Eastern 
church often still uses the Julian 
calendar. This leads to the delightful 
event that occurs on January 14th: 
‘Stary-novy god’, which translated 
into English, is Old-New Year. While 
the official New Year begins on 1st 
January, people still remember that 
the old Julian calendar begins fourteen 
days later, meaning that, for the really 
dedicated, you can celebrate New 
Year twice in a fortnight!

So if all that is too confusing, just 
sit back and thank God that you 
aren’t enduring minus 25-degree-
centigrade winters and don’t have to 
dodge icicles the length of your arm 
falling from nearby buildings. Merry 
Christmas, and happy New Year! 

Are you concerned that older people are missing out 
spiritually, and do you think that a ministry to the 
elderly might be for you? Do you already have a 
ministry to older people but would like to be 
encouraged by others’ experiences, to share your 
knowledge and to take on board new ideas?

On March 11th 2015 a conference entitled ‘The Gift 
of Years - valuing age through a community-based ap-
proach to ministry among older people’ takes place in 
Lincoln.  This is an opportunity for people to find out 
more about the “Anna Chaplaincy” project.

Anna Chaplaincy to Older People is a pioneering new 
model that has been developed in conjunction with 
the Bible Reading Fellowship as a springboard for 
brainstorming the answers to these questions.

The conference is aimed at all church members, 
whether lay or ordained, who are aware of the need 
to resource the spiritual journey of older 
people, in their increasing numbers in our 
communities, and who are keen to pool knowledge 
and ideas, and to discover what models and 
resources there are out there which might be helpful. 
Whether you find yourself sitting in a pew, concerned 
for the spiritual welfare of the elderly in your
community, or whether you have been developing 
your own ministry in this area for many years, the 
conference could be for you

Susanna Aldred, a Reader and Chaplain to Evergreen 
Care Trust in Stamford explains more about the 
conference: “The conference is a day to explore how 
we can value age better through a more community 
based approach to ministry among older people. 
There will be several presentations and group 
discussions geared towards this end, and it will all be 
punctuated by refreshments and lunch which will be 
provided free!”

The key-note speaker on the day is former face of 
BBC and ITV news, Debbie Thrower. Following a 
successful career in radio and television, both at 
regional and national level on shows such as the Six 
and Nine O’clock News and Songs of Praise, Debbie 
became an Anglican licensed lay minister in the 
Winchester Diocese and Anna Chaplain to Older 
People in Alton. 

“As an ecumenical Anna Chaplain I have worked in 
residential care homes in Alton and in the wider 
community since 2010,” explains Debbie. “My media 
experience informs my approach to promoting the 
spiritual welfare of older people; using the narrative 
of people’s lives to seek shape, meaning and 
purpose, and to foster hope.”

The conference will be held in the King Room at the 
Old Palace Hotel in Lincoln. Places are limited to 50, 
with the option to provide another day if more 
people are interested. Places need to be booked by 
mid February and can be reserved by emailing 
Susanna Aldred at susannaaldred@gmail.com 

   The Gift of Years conference on 11th March 2015 takes a look at the 
   pioneering Anna Chaplaincy to Older People model.

“A day to explore how we can value age better”

Above: Debbie Thrower is key-note speaker 
for the conference.

Glen Ruffle
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December 13 | 9.30am - 3.00pm 
Flower arranging workshop 
Deeping St Nicholas 
No experience - demonstrations and tuition 
will be given on the day. Bring your own 
lunch and a drink. Cost £7.00.

December 13 | 7.30pm 
Piva - An Elizabethan Christmas 
Lincoln St Nicholas 
Piva are a leading early music ensemble, 
playing throughout the UK and across 
Europe.Bagpipes, hurdy gurdies, recorders, 
viol, curtals, rauschpfeifen, crumhorns, 
shawms, violin. Mulled wine to follow.
Tickets £8 from the church or on the door

December 13 
Christmas Bazaar 
Leasingham St Andrew
Including a tombola, seasonal raffle, gift 
bags, guess weight of cake, cake stall, stall 
from St Barnabus, hand made cards and 
fabric gifts.Fairtrade refreshments. 200 
club lottery draw. Free entry. Proceeds to 
Leasingham Church’s bell and lighting fund.
Further details- Zena Anderson - 
01529 302620

December 14 | 3.00pm 
Ashby Christmas Concert 
St Hibald, Ashby de la Launde
A Christmas Concert with music from 
the Salvation Army and the Bretherton 
Handbell Choir followed by festive 
refreshments. Enquiries 01526 322571

December 16 | 7.00pm
Christmas Celebration
St Oswald’s Church, Strubby
Come and join in the music fun and 
laughter! There will be something for 
everyone (including a special visitor for 
children under 10 years of age) 
Contact Margaret Farrow: 01507 450 385 
or Dot Webb: 01507 745

December 20 | 2.00pm - 4.00pm 
Magic show with AJAY the Magic Medic 
Tetney St Peter & St Paul
Designed for both children and adults, 
followed by light festive refreshments. 
Adult tickets £2.50, include refreshments, 
with free tickets for accompanied children.
Tel. 01472, 812358, 210409 or 811658.

December 24 | 4.00pm
Carol Service
Lincoln Cathedral

January 2 | 10.00am 
Witham Winter History Walk
Parish Hall, Witham
Meet outside the Parish Hall and follow 
the route of the Society’s walk leaflet. All 
welcome, bring your friends, family and 
dog.

January 4 | 10.00am 
16th Annual round Louth Walk
Hubbards Hills, Louth
A choice of a 2, 6 or 14 mile walk to raise 
money for Macmillan Cancer Support 
and St Andrew’s Children’s Hospice. 
Children and dogs welcome. £5 entry 
fee. For further information contact 
Jamie Davenport via email jdavenport@
macmillan.org.uk or 07595 091 384 
or Linda Judd on 07964 815 536 

January 9 - 17 
Beauty & the Beast by John Hewer
Victoria Road, Louth
Louth Playgoers’ traditional family panto 
with early performance weekends. You can 
buy your tickets online now from www.
louthplaygoers.co.uk or call 01507 600 350

January 10  
Nettleton Archives Day 
Nettleton Village Hall
Bring along any items you may have relating 
to the mining industry in Nettleton and 
the surrounding areas to record for future 
posterity.
There will also be displays up around the 
hall relating to mining in the area and also a 
special walk leaving from the village hall at 
12noon.

January 15 | 7.30pm 
Licensing & Induction 
All Saints Church, West Ashby
The Licensing and Induction service of the 
Revd Pam Fraser as Rector of Asterby & 
Hemingby Groups

January 24
Godly Play Training Day.
Branston Church Hall
Godly Play for Lent & Easter.

Free for all children and youth workers who 
are registered with DoLCYS by their Parish.
Details from DoLCYS

January 28 | 1.10pm - 2.00pm 
Lunchtime Concert 
The Nave, Lincoln Cathedral
All of our visitors are welcome to a 
Lunchtime Concert performed by the Choir 
of Normanby School.
The Concert is free to attend however 
normal Cathedral entry charges will apply.

February 26 | 1.10pm - 2.00pm 
Lunchtime Concert 
The Nave, Lincoln Cathedral
All of our visitors are welcome to a 
Lunchtime Concert performed by Northern 
Voices.
The Concert is free to attend however 
normal Cathedral entry charges will apply.

February 28 | 9.30am - 5.00pm 
Come and Sing Sacred music 
Bailgate methodist Church Lincoln
and St. Nicholas Church Newport
A workshop designed for adult singers with 
some choral experience and sight reading 
ability who would like the opportunity to 
lead a choral Evensong.
Costs for singers: £12 including 
refreshments.
For further information please contact
Andy Bland, via a2411@btinternet.com 
or 01673 866367
Also see the Lincoln Singers website
thelincolnsingers.org.uk 

March 11 | 9.30am - 4.00pm
The Gift of Years Conference 
The King Room, Old Palace Hotel, Lincoln
‘The Gift of Years’ resourcing the spiritual 
journey of older people. A day to explore 
how we can value age better through 
a more community-based approach to 
ministry among older people. Find out 
more about the pioneering model - “Anna 
Chaplaincy to Older People. With guest 
speaker Debbie Thrower.
Contact Susanna Aldred to book your place 
via susannaaldred@gmail.com
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